" I have written by snatches, and often in moments when my mind was full of anxiety or hope as to the issue of many severe cases around me, together with the fulfilment of many duties, too minute to describe. Added to which, during the writing of these papers, the hospital was, for the most part, pulled down and rebuilt, and I had the honour to be consulted upon many improvements and alterations which were suggested, as well as upon those which were adopted from the suggestions of my own mind; for which, indeed, His Grace, the Noble Duke to whom this volume is dedicated, most condescendingly offered me his thanks in person, at the same time that he gave me, in the most obliging manner, the permission to dedicate it to himself. Under these circumstances, the indulgence of the reader is asked for, and it is now hoped that he has found the plain simplicity only of truth, robed in that language which best becomes a plain man and a Christian; and that the Lord, who gave the power of discernment, in whatever degree that power may be, may bless any aim, however feeble, which professes to have for its beginning, middle, and end the glory of Him in view, from whom every good and every perfect gift proceeds, is the fervent hope of Ids most unworthy servant." (p. 147.) We ought to add, that the alma mater of this "most unworthy servant" is "the King's College and University of Aberdeen."
